
Short Biography

  

Jan Schakowsky was elected to represent Illinois' 9th Congressional District on November 3,
1998, after serving for eight years in the Illinois State Assembly. She is in her sixth term.

  

Schakowsky serves in the House Democratic Leadership as Chief Deputy Whip and as a
member of the Steering and Policy Committee. She is a member of the Energy and Commerce
Committee, where she will work to accomplish her top priority in Congress -- providing universal
healthcare coverage for all Americans. On that committee, she serves as Vice-Chair of the
Subcommittee on Commerce, Trade, and Consumer Protection and as a member of the
Subcommittee on Health and the Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations.

  

In 2007, Speaker Pelosi appointed Schakowsky to serve on the House Select Committee on
Intelligence. On that committee, Schakowsky serves as the Chair of the Subcommittee on
Oversight and Investigations. Schakowsky opposed the Iraq war resolution and was a founding
member of the Out-of-Iraq Caucus.

  

In 2010, Speaker Pelosi appointed Schakowsky to serve on President Obama's  National
Commission on Fiscal Responsibility and Reform. Schakowsky is  committed to finding
solutions that reduce the deficit without  undermining the essential protections provided by
Social Security,  Medicare and Medicaid.

  

Schakowsky is a leading advocate for women's issues in Congress, sponsoring legislation that
would prevent violence against immigrant women, establish transitional housing for women and
children who are victims of abuse, and commemorate International Women's Day. During the
111th Congress, Schakowsky serves as Democratic Co-Chair of the bipartisan Congressional
Caucus for Women's Issues.

  

A citizen advocate, grassroots organizer, and elected public official, Schakowsky has fought
throughout her career for economic and social justice and improved quality of life for all; for an
end to violence against women; and for a national investment in healthcare, public education
and housing needs.
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In the House, Schakowsky has won major legislative victories to increase federal assistance for
abused women and children and to protect the rights of battered immigrant women; to reform
election laws guaranteeing that no registered voter is turned away at the poll; to expand housing
opportunities for low-income people; and to assist small business owners and farmers.

  

A longtime consumer advocate, who in 1969 led the fight that put freshness dates on products
sold in the supermarket, Schakowsky carries on that tradition in Congress with efforts to
safeguard the rights of victims of identity theft and to protect consumers from predatory lenders.
A champion for the nation's seniors, Schakowsky is actively engaged in the campaign for
seniors and persons with disabilities to access affordable prescription drugs. Schakowsky is
also working to ensure that seniors receive quality home, hospice, and nursing care.
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